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Abstract: As the linkage of human well-being and ecosystem ecosystem services have become
an important content of researches in geography ecology and other related disciplines. It is es—
sential to understand the tradeoffs and synergies among ecosystem services for the promotion of o—
verall benefit and human well-being and for natural resources management and ecological plan—
ning. It has become a hotspot in the ecosystem services research. Firstly this paper summarizes
the connotation classification and assessment methods of ecosystem services. Secondly the pro—
gress of research on synergies and tradeoffs among ecosystem services is reviewed from the per—
spectives of theoretical basis classification and methodologies. Lastly the possible research
trends in future are put forward from four perspectives including the adoption of other disci-
plines’ theories and the construction of an integrated multidisciplinary research framework; the
perfection of ecosystem services classification and the quantification of non-inear feature of syner—
gies and tradeoffs; the depiction of spatial flow of ecosystem services and the strengthening of spa—
tial and temporal integration of synergies and tradeoffs; and the systematic discovery of mecha—
nism of synergies and tradeoffs and the application of the research findings in the field of land use

planning and management.
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